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1. Decision

This course is established by Dean 2022-04-26. The course syllabus is approved by Head of Department of Strategic 

Sustainable Development 2022-08-29 and applies from 2023-01-16.

2. Entry requirements

Admission to the course requires 120 completed credits. English 6.

3. Objective and content

3.1 Objective

The purpose of the course is for the student to

• develop knowledge about and understanding of society’s sustainability challenges and the basic reasons for these.

• develop knowledge about and understanding of a structuring and coordinating methodology for strategic sustainable

development, including its scientific foundations.

• develop skills in applying the methodology and in utilizing it in relation to commonly cited concepts, methods and

tools of relevance to Strategic Sustainable Development.

• develop skills in presenting and academic writing.

3.2 Content

The course contains:

• sustainability challenges such as climate change, reduced biological diversity, eutrophication, and reduced trust and 

increasing inequality in society.

• a structuring and coordinating methodology for strategic sustainable development (FSSD).

• scientific foundations of ecological and social sustainability such as scientific laws, biogeochemical cycles, theories of 

human needs, social resilience and trust theory.

• concepts, methods and tools for analysis and reporting that support strategic planning according to the ABCD 

procedure of the FSSD.

• presentation technique and academic writing.

4. Learning outcomes

The following learning outcomes are examined in the course:

4.1 Knowledge and understanding

On completion of the course, the student will be able to:

• describe and reflect on society’s sustainability challenges and their underlying causes. 

• describe and reflect on the major components of a methodology for strategic sustainable development (FSSD).

• describe and explain scientific concepts relevant to ecological sustainability.

• describe and explain scientific concepts relevant to social sustainability

• identify and describe different tools, methods and concepts within the field of sustainable development.

4.2 Competence and skills

On completion of the course, the student will be able to:



• use the FSSD to structure and coordinate knowledge, concepts, methods and tools for analysis, assessment, and 

planning within the area of sustainability. 

• assess and choose relevant sustainability-related concepts, methods and tools to be integrated within a strategic 

planning process.

• communicate orally and in writing in an academic manner.

4.3 Judgement and approach

On completion of the course, the student will be able to:

• justify the relevance and choice of different theories, concepts, methods and tools in a given context towards strategic 

sustainable development. 

• critically reflect on how different strategic sustainable development concepts relate to one´s individual field of 

study/work.

5. Learning activities

The teaching in the course includes recorded lectures, and webinars, dialogues and discussion forums in real time. The 

teaching also includes individual assignments, group work and reflection individually and in groups. The lectures introduce 

theories, concepts, methods and tools. These are deepened, applied, integrated and reflected upon through the other learning

items. Teachers with many different scientific backgrounds, professional experiences and perspectives take part in the course.

The students’ different educational backgrounds, professional experiences and cultural backgrounds are also taken advantage 

of in the learning process.

6. Assessment and grading

Modes of examinations of the course

Code Module Credits Grade

2305 Group Written Assignment 2 credits GU

2315 Presentation 2 credits AF

2325 Written Assignment 1 2 credits AF

2335 Written Assignment 2 1.5 credits GU

The course will be graded A Excellent, B Very good, C Good, D Satisfactory, E Sufficient, FX Fail, supplementation required, F 

Fail.

The information before a course occasion states the assessment criteria and make explicit in which modes of examination 

that the learning outcomes are assessed.

An examiner can, after consulting the Disability Advisor at BTH, decide on a customized examination form for a student with 

a long-term disability to be provided with an examination equivalent to one given to a student who is not disabled.

7. Course evaluation

The course evaluation should be carried out in line with BTH:s course evaluation template and process.

8. Restrictions regarding degree

The course can form part of a degree but not together with another course the content of which completely or partly 

corresponds with the contents of this course.

9. Course literature and other materials of instruction

Robèrt, Karl-Henrik, Göran Broman, David Waldron,

Henrik Ny, Sophie Hallstedt, David Cook, Lena Johansson,

Elaine Daly, Jonas Oldmark, George Basile, Hördur Haraldsson,

Jamie MacDonald, Brendan Moore, Tamara Connell, Merlina Missimer, and Pierre Johnson. 2019. Sustainability Handbook.

Lund: Studentlitteratur. ISBN 978-91-44-11595-5

Compendium with articles and other material.

10. Additional information

This course replaces the course SL2539

 


